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Interstate cooperation on an extensive scale is necessary if ‘the fisheries
of the Middle Atlantie region are to be conserved and fully developed as a source
of wealth, aécbrding to a réport published today by the United States Department
of the Interior in its Congervation Bulletin series, | ,

- Because most of the fishes that. support the region's fifteén-miliiomdollar
fisheries are highly migratory, the various parts of the region are dependﬁnt on
each other to an unusual degree for ma.mtaining the populations of flshes and othsr
ma.rine life, according to the bulletin, ‘ |

As examples, it was pointed out that the same stock of croakers or ﬂounders
is caught by the fishermen of different states at different geasons of the year,
and that ‘the striped bass spawned in the Chesapeaxe Bay provide most of the fishing
for this species, not only in the Ghesapeake but also farther north along the
Atlantic coast., ,

Entitled "Fish and Shellfish of the Middle Atlantic Goast,;" the publication
was written by Rachel’ L, ‘Carson, aquatic ‘oviolbgist on the s‘ba.ff of the Fish end
Wildlife Service, and is illustrated vith maps, chrts, and drawings of the various
fishes by Katherine L, Howe. It is the‘fourth in a regional series of bullétins W
the same author dealing with the fisheries of ,the United States. |

The average prewar yield of the fisheries fmmﬁe,w York to Wrginia was a’bmrt
676 million pounds, which brought fishermen an income of soproxiwately 15° xﬂii‘l‘ion
dollars, The value of the fisheries during the war years via:s somevhat glleater.



< - The AMiddie Atlantic.ﬁéheriés, unlike th‘o‘se of New England or the facific
éoast', are carried on largely by individual fishermen or amall associations of
fichermen, About 22,000 men are engaged fish::.ﬁg in this area, v

The most characteristic fishes of the region are a group of 60 or more epecies
collectivel:} known as shore fishes‘, whose seasotlal migfations iargely determine
the character of the fisheries. The shorefishes, including flounders, sea trouts,
croakers, and sea bass, move inshoré and northwérd iﬁ spring, offshore and south
in antumn, Althougl their wintering grounds formerly were unknown, for about the
past fifteen years vessels have been following them offshore, and extensive winter
fishing is now carried on alorg the outer part of the continental shelf,

The most valuable fighery resource of the regien is the oyster, of which the
Middle Atlantic states produce more than half the U. 5. crop. The ares also pro-
vides about two-thrrds of the catch of Atlantic coast crabs, more than half the
total catch of menhaden, and most of the shad and river hernng.

The shellfish resources, according to the bulletin. are sufferlng from la.ck ‘
of management by modern scientific methods which would improve both the quality
and quantity of oysters and clams produced, Although recent progress has bee;‘x
made'in some‘a‘reas toward the development of a system of state—mapage_d cultivation,

the laws of most states of the region prevent the adoption of modern methods of

" cultivation. ;

Ihe shad and herring fisheries are described as needing strong positive action
if they are to be saved from further depletion. Pollution has ruined the Delaware
River as a spawning place for shad; wmtil the river is cleaned wp, ‘there is little
hope of rebuilding thek runs. In some of the rivers, fia;ns are impassible barrlers
to migrating fish. As yet, no fishways satisfactory for shad and herring ha*r}e been

dévi sed for Atlantic coast streams,

Copies of "Fish and Shellflsh of the Middle Atlantic Coast,? dssignated as .
Conservation Bulletin 38, may be obtained from the Superintendenx of Tocuments,

- Govermment Printing Office, ‘Washington, D. G, for 10 cents each. or from mem'bers

of Congress on request. .
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